THE BALKANS AND EUROPE ON THE VERGE
OF TRANSVIERSAL CULTURL

Looking nistoricaly,even in encient tices The Balkans have al-
Ways been a cross—roadvand a place of exchange of all kinds of
cultural traditions.Let us not ifor & moment Corget,that this was
the place where Ilelenic ~ and Thracian culture was born and de-
veloped.And it was lthose cultures,which to a grcate: extcnd de-
termined the main character of the contcmporary ecuropean civi@[*
zation.One very interesting fact:According to ancient Greek my-
thology the mighty Zeusﬁdisguised as a bull,abducted princeé
‘iurope to the lands of Thracia,thesc same lands,which now form
the main territory of Bulgaria.un the basis of this legend the
notion of iurope for the ancient.trecks uas always been couanec-
ted percisely with the Dalkans and only latecr it became the desi-

- gnation of the whole continent.

We mention here this fact,not because we want to put some spe-
cial accent on some kind of Balkan centrist position,but because
today we fecel that all discussions about United Surope siould
not leave out the Balkans as an intcgral part of surope. Un the
Balkans today there can be obscrved a much larger,if compared to
Jurope,concchtration of diiferent religious and national cultu-
ral formations,situated on not so largeYterritory.Such are the
slavic Urthodox cultures in bulgaria and in parts oi Yougosla-
via,the slaviec vatholic cultures in tne northern parts .of iou-
roslavia, the Greek urthodox culture,the Turkish Islamic culture,
iwouwnania's culture,whioh was influenced by the ,.oman tradition
as well as the Albasiian culture - which is in a sence a strange

phenoisienon of ethnical uniqueness.

In th: contewporary transition psriod towards the glebal techno-
tronic culture of the future,thc above mentioned notions only
barely characrterise the specific features ol the diffirent ne-
tional cultures on the Balkans.The vassiedias and the western
popular music during the last decades,and particularly today,
when the ideological barriers have fallen,brou _ht about a tran-
sformation ol traditional cultural roundations in esch scparate




country and cresaled new,stronier bridgcs for their contucts and
interrelations.But what after all differentiates the Balkans

{rom ‘estern Surope in this process of cultural metamorphosis?
Mainly the fact,that together with the increadible varicty of
culfural and religious troditions,with regard to the new mcdia-
culture we can witness in the diifcrent valkan states enormous
distinctions invthe level and pace of its assimilation.As an
example oi tie two extreme points of this assimilation we.can
state here the highly developed media-culture in treece oée%%%
nand,and the allmost increadible froﬁkhe european point of view
backwardness in this terms of Albania - a country which was in
rreﬁt jsolation in the past decades.It goes without saying, that
these disproportions will inevitably turn into a barrier on the

way towards a cultural integration of the Balkans.

No-matter how strange it uway seem,fhe cultural contacts ai.ong
the different ~alkan nations and theuinfluenée.tney have on each.
other,mnost often are based on traditional forms.In Julgaria for
insfance is very popular Serbian and Greek folk-nusik.The new
audio-visual means of communication aid this integration of the
ralkan cultures namely on the basis of,these'traditional forms.

- The market of video products in bulgaria is filled to a greater
extend togcther with the popular american genre-Lilms,with vi-

deo recordings of popular Serbian and Greek singers and groups.

Having in mind this general idea of United Burope,which together
with e verythlng is baseén¥he mutual traditions of uhrlshlan va—
_lues of the europoan nations,the Balkans are ‘jmportant from ano-
tuer point of view.They have‘a very special function as an out-

post of the Huropecan vivilization at the edge of the Islamic World,

and as a binding link between the Orient and the Occident.But tiis



state of affairs is not that siuple.In what sence?If Islauic
Fundamentalism and agressivness suddenly gain great power and
large proportions,it is namely here that restrictive barriers
will be set for United surope,+#ith all the consecuences - econo-—
mic,political and cultural to follow.lf,on the contrary,the pro-
sess of curopeanization,includin: in culture sy lor instance in
let say Turkey,takes a dominant form, then here there will be a

need in toe building of connecting bridges.

Due to the political and social changes,that have started on the
Lalkans since 1989 they are on the verge ol a new siﬁuation in
their search of better mutusl rellations botwéen tiue nations,of the
increadible Uroadening of their mutual contacts.But here a.ain
the situation is not that sihplc.On onc hand we have the rall of
the totalitarian socialistAsystcm in countrics like Bulgaria,
ioumania,yusoslavia and .lbasnia which remo&ed the barriers not
only in political but in cultural and purely humnan internal
contacts.liow we are wittneses of active circulation of pecople
between the different Balkan states.The mass-nedias and in par-
ticular radio and television have crcated here a. peculiar district
in larshall sclLuhan's "(¢lobal Village".But on the other,together
with this positive trend,we can ogerve a destructive boom of na-
tionalism,suppressed artificaly by the communist regimes for
many years.These regimes have tried on the basis of common ide-
ology to buld forsefully artificial communities between differcnt
nations as for cxample in .ugoslavia.But this formulae of nati-
onal integration on the basis of common ideoloyy suffered a

fiasco and this is best illustrated by the situation in the USSR.




We state this facts in order to explane the specific situation
on the Dalkans today,where the process of integration with the
help of the developing media-culture at the given moment,very
regretfully coinside with exactly the oposite procesess of hyper-
reaction after the psriod of forsefull supression of the natio-
nal conciousness.But let us be optimistic in our hopes,fhat the
suropean conciousneés and view of life will overcoume the negative

nationalistic trends.

But no matter hqw strange this may sound,today when the :alkans
are torn apart because of national conrflicts,here again on the
basis oi the ncw media and technological culture has began the
growth of a'palkan INTEBRITATION, what we mean by INTLRWATION is

a new typcoéomnunity betwzen thﬁ different nations,which is born
in the post-industrial and post—-odern sociely in the age of the
global mediatization and .computarization.On the “alkens this pro-
sess of consolidation of the INTHRNATION is only in thé beginning
and it will inevitably be very difficult and full of problems.
And ofcourse this process will take much longer than in the iest.
But cven today in surope we can allready speak of differentiated
INTERNATIONS - such are the Scandinavian nations,the baltic re-
publics, the countries of the-Benelux.Europe itself as a whole

has deifinatively took the road to an united IWT-RITATION.

We would like here to introduce for the second time a new term.
That is TRANSITORY UULTURE.We think that this is the first stage
in the development of transversal culiure.The birth and develop-
ment of INTORITAPION is connected organically with the develop-

sient of the transitory and later the tramnsversal culture.



«

TRANSITORY phenomenon in time and space can be obscrved on the
salkans.This is the short. period of traensition towards the cul-
ture of the ruture with its new superior characteristics;this short

period of time when we shall part with the old balkan traditions on

the threshold of tie future technotronic culturel!as key accele-

rator of this process we stress here namely the media-culture

of the United States and Western isurope.The young people in the

diiferent alkan states are much more devoted to the american

1V shows and iiest Suropean disco-music,they are more atached to

their VCR or fape—rgcorder than to the traditional fdrms of cul-

tural exchange as the folk-iestivals or everyday life festivitics.
= : :

Throusht satelite 1V pro; rams and thé;gggggﬁons ol westecrn radio-

progzrams oficially by the state radio.we observe ithe formation '

of a new type ol social nceds,which means new kinds of cultu-

ral: icentities - that are universal and above the narrow boun-

daries of the state;

This process docs not alarm us in the scence of some kind of
subjugating uhiversalization,bccause at the same time we are wit-
necess,as was stated earlier in Bulgaria°£ boom in the distri-
bution of Yﬁgoslav and Greek video and audio production.iwhile

at the same time for instaﬂce sulgarian folk-musik has not lost

its place in the new media situation.

The Buropeanization of the Balkans is a two—hay process.lt depends
vnot only on the good will and eag:rmness of the Balkan states and
nations to gain an Eurdpean identity and conciousness but also

on the will and initiative,which Western Burope will undertake

in bringing them closer to those ideals,including the field of



cultural rellations.Naturally of great importance here are

not only the collecctive uropedn initiatives,but also the steps
which the different Duropean countries will undertake in brln-
cing them closer to the Balkans and their cultural presence there.
AndShere again the sain part will go to the young people, tuey '
will have Lo play the leading role.Bxellent for instance is the
FPrench initiative df broadening and modification of the radio-
programs of France Internacional for the Balkan states.Very
actlve in their cultural relations with the d1f¢ercnt balkan
states are other countries like Austria for example.Vienna has
allways boicn one of the main links of iurope with the calkan

states.any syuposiums,conferences and other initiatives with

the presence of different concerned partics from all over the

sallkans are held here at the recent moment,like for instance the
St
conforence on the problems the audio-visual medias "Open Fron-

tiers" ( \ ' =

So far as the collaqtive Duropean initiatives are concerned,
here on the Balkans we are e: P“Ctln! with great interest the

80 cadled progrém "Canal BE" of the Duropean Institute for the
ass-medias in kBanchester,which will'be.transﬁmited throught the
gatsllite ASTRA.This will be the first All-isuropcan satellite
program which will specialize in cultural,cducational and bu-—
siness .roadcasts.Allready Turkey has stated its will to parti-
cipate in these broadcasts and it'is expectéd that other Dalkan

states will also take part in this initiative.

We believe strongly in the constructive potential of the univer-
sal,transVersal culture and in the good will of the great Luro-

pean Familly towards the Balkan Region. osseM /L%fLGQV
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